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matter how brief this delay (p. 36), it would waft them past and then
it would be very difficult indeed for them to work back to the
entrance.
To which some replied that it was not advisable to plant any
artillery on Hicacos Point because if it were lost the enemy might
turn it against the city. Deponent answered that if the enemy was
coming with such strength as was reported, once within the harbour
if he needed artillery he would land it from his own ships and so have
no need to take ours; further, to keep him from using our pieces
even if he should take them, it was only necessary to spike them and
smash the carriage wheels to prevent their being of service to the
enemy. Even if they were lost there it would be under more creditable
circumstances, while rendering a good account of themselves, than
if they were left lying useless within the town.
Deponent was quite sure the enemy would take the city if he took
the harbour, since he saw that although the wall at the Caleta was
built of masonry it was not in a position, nor suitably constructed,
to serve as a strong work. Further, deponent recognized that the
townspeople felt little spirit or inclination to defend it because they
were terrified to see that the city of Santo Domingo (larger and
stronger than Cartagena) had (p. 37) been so easily lost.
To which the majority of those present replied that they would
go next day to see whether to plant this battery were desirable; but
neither did they go nor did they detail responsible persons to stand
by the artillery although deponent brought up the matter on many
other occasions, nor does he think they entered it in the records.
Nevertheless, all who were present in that council know that de-
ponent made this suggestion, supporting it with the reasons he has
given.
Deponent is certain that had the measures which he proposed
been adopted the enemy would not be in the city now, for it is
notorious that the general of the English fleet and its captains said
repeatedly that they feared nothing more than lest there be a
battery at the harbour mouth and that the galleys might be outside
Boqueron channel, because if they failed to get into the lagoon they
could accomplish nothing.
Furthermore, deponent said that on the sixteenth of February
Don Francisco Maldonado, resident of Rio de la Hacha, arrived in
Cartagena and stated that he had been in Santo Domingo when the
English took the city, and that he knew certainly that the enemy
would very shortly appear here because their commander had him-
self told him so.